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By MORNING STAR
VASQUEZ
Staff Writer

A group of homeowners in
central Windsor Monday used
the crew of the Marin
Conservation Corps, based in
San Rafael, to clear 12-15 feet
of “defensible space” behind
their homes. The project is
creating a total barrier of 30
feet behind the homes clear of
downed trees, dead wood,
brush and dry grass that
would cause damage to their
homes in the case of fire.

- Windsor fire chief Matt
Gustafson was grateful for
the homeowners’ efforts,
whmhweuldnotunlymtect
their homes but the homes in
adjacent subdivisions and
i .
“Any help we can get from
home owners, the city and busi-
ness owners with an emphasis
on planting green belts and get-
ting away from flashy fuels is a
help,” Gustafson said. Flashy
fuels are dry grasses that are

susceptible to fire and
E&matanmtemeheat,

-igniting items that normally do

not catch flame. The area that
the 10-man crew worked on
cabcheaﬁremtoﬁwtlmeea

Gustafson called the efforts
of the homeowners diligent, in
“helping us to help them.”

John Williams, site supervi-
sor and a retired fireman,
praised the work of the
Conmahnn&nps,whowem
working hard in the afternoon

heat @armghmahanﬂ cut~
ting dead wood with chain-
saws. The height of the fire sea-
son is September and October,
especially with the eastern
winds, he said. The crew, said
Williams, were a group of hard
wnrkersthat“mnptthe.]ob
done in a timely manner.”

The work prevents the “lad-
dering of fuels” that could cause
damage to homeowners' prop-
ertyAtthebdbmn]a,}warethe
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FLASHY FIGHTERS — Juan Car!os and Ben Hightower of San Rafael clear brush and other
fire hazards from central Windsor Monday. The representatives of Marin Coneorvatnon Corps
were hiredbyahorneownersassomataontocarryoutmetask. !
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The Marin Conservation
was founded in 1982,



