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Conservation corps leader
aims to bring nature to
mmortt)rartd city youth

By Mark Prado
. LI reporter
EBORAH SCHOENBUAM has oﬁen“attandad an
environmental events and has found herself the only
face of color among hundreds of people.
She wants to change that.
E 'Onsofthathmylhmwuﬂwdhudatmbraahngdnwn
thabammemhwmplemeommmn.them:eotype
of how conservationists are supposed to look,” says the affa-
ble Schoenbaum in her office in the heart of the Canal dis-
trictin San Rafael. “At a Land Trust event in Sacramento, I
wanttoamceptlontheﬁm

1,000 people there, and I was
the only African American
there. That has happened
tome more times than I can
count throughout my expe-
rience. It's very, very tough,

but I also feel like I have the
responsibility to say “Hey,
there are different perspec-
tives that can be brought to
thetable.”

As the new deputy direc-
tor of the Marin Conserva-
tion Corps, which helps
restore publiclands and -
provides education services,
she is getting that chance,

Marin Conservauan Corps
deputy director

1J photo/Robert Tong

{ Deborah Schoenbaum

hopes to inspire minorities
to get involved in improv-
ing the environment. In
photo at left, Schoen-
baum spends time with
her family, husband Mark,
and daughters Sarah, 3
and Elizabeth, 7.

reaching young people, as
well as minority and un- 3
derprivileged youths, and making an impression on them
about the importance of the environment.

Getting youths to see life outside their own communities
is critical, she says.

“The kids’ lives are at risk. When I say that, that’snot
overemphasizing it,” she says, seriously. “The second week
I'was here we had a corps members shot in Richmond and

See Schoenbaum, page D6
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SCHOENBAUM: K1ds involved wnh nature

mepagel)l

thmeweekslatsrtharewasan-
other one shot.”

Both died.. _

“It’s first time we have lost
corps members in the program,”
says Schoenbaum, who took over
the job in October.

Schoenbaum, 49, says there
is a desperate need to get city
youths — especially the poor
— out of their environments,
away from the gang pressures,
thecementandtheglnomthat
can permeate their lives,

“T had the nature experience
as a child,” says Schoenbaum,
who grew up in San Francisco
and went to Mercy High School,
attended City College of San
Francisco and received a busi-
ness degree from San Francisco
State University. “My parents
were both from rural Louisiana,
and they grew up in farmlands.
We went camping when I was
a child, we went to Tahoe, we
had a house at Lake Berryessa. I
had those things and lot of kids
didn't.”

Her mother, a nurse at San
FranmcoGanemlHoep:tnlfer
42 years, inspired a service ethic
in Schoenbaum.

Getting children to experience
nature and the environment is
critical, she says.

"Ibehwethahfyoudnn’t
gatexpommtmt,yuunoton]y
lose in your life, but
youahobeoometzedhogngn—

stifling for them and their ability
to think they can achieve more,
and that they can move past cir-
cumstances that are not ideal.

“Once you can gets kids out-
side that box, you can openup a
whole world for them, and I have
seen that. That drives me. I see it
with kids here all the time.”

It took a while for Schoen-
baum to find her way back to
nature after her childhood expe-
riences.

“I had the environment bug,
butlm:tm]brdemdedtogoinbo
business,” she says.

Aftercoﬂegeshetookaphnt
Providian Financial Corp.asa
credit analyst, working on a wel-

out the Nature I
— agroup that protect species
and lands — was in the same
building as Providian and she
contemplatada_whthsre.

“I had long talk with my hus-
band and decided that I really
wanted to do something differ-
ent with my life,” she says. “I
was close to 40 and I had always
cared about the environment
and I always wanted to environ-
mental work. I knew it would be
a substantial cut in pay and ben-
efits. I was getting stock options
and bonuses and everything else
while I was at Providian.”

Schoenbaum has been mar-
ried to hushand Mark, who is in
banking, for 17 years. He had no,
qualms about his wife’s green

“My husband says ‘Go for it,”
she says. “He always has been ex-
treme]yauppomw;hehasbeen
my cheerleader.”

She was hired by the Nature
Conservancy and worked on out-

fare-to-work program. It turned
Conservancy

0
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Bl oy Do Sibiessons
GOOD WORK: Last summer when Deborah Schoenbaum worked for the Trust
for Public Land, she gave San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom a framed photo
of a renovated park at Bayview-Hunter's Point.

reach to the Latino and African-
American communities to build
support for bond measures that
provided money for the environ-
ment. She also reworked the
conservancy’s Web site to trans-
late it into other languages.

Her work there lead to ajob at

* the Trust for Public Land, where

she took on the role of director of

Bay Area Urban Programs.
“It was an absolute incredible
dream job,” she says. “It involved

TlmWirth,whoworksd
with her at the Trust for Public
Land, says he was impressed by
Schoenbaum’s demeanor and
her work.

“She’s has a wonderful warm
personality, a great laugh and

‘was a lot of fun too work with,”

Wirth says. “She is a champion
advocate for the environment as
well as social justice, and realizes
the two are not mutually exclu-
sive.”
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