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TOP STORY: MARIN ATTRACTION WRAPS UP

FAIR’S ‘BIGGEST
NIGHT EVER’

Motox_zvn greats draw overflow crowds Monday,
boosting five-day attendance in weak economy

Couley Fokigounds, e day afte
County Fair. Officials
By Nels Johnson

Marin Independent Journal

HE TEMPTATIONS

and the Four Tops ;

packed them in as
the 2010 Marin County Fair
ended with what fair chief
Jim Farley called the biggest
crowd ever to attend a fair
concert.

Although the fair wasn’t a
record-breaker in other cat-
egories, it came close despite
the sputtering economy, said
Farley, the county executive
who has produced the fair for
the past 21 years.

The concert venue on
the fairgrounds island was
closed after filling to capac-
ity at 5 p.m. Monday, more
than an hour before the Four
Tops took the stage, and an
overflow crowd spilled out
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said the groups outdrew Huey Lewis and the News's massive 2005 performance. -
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nd Meco Gammage of the North Bay

last concerts m-m

Conservation Corps

load recycle bin onto a truck on Tuesday as they clean up at the Marin County

Fairgrounds in San Rafael.

the walkway to listen to the
music from lawn areas near-
by. Farley said that although
no count was possible, thou-
sands showed up to listen in.
“I couldn’t believe the num-

ber of people who were there,”
Farley said, elated that the
annual festivities proceeded
smoothly, capped by the soul-
ful double bill he said was a

See FAIR, page A2
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FAIR: Despite economy, event draws big crowds b1g money

Lems d ths News, whlch :

wowed an overflow crowd from the 575 falmhes who "
in 2005. He said he has no visited the event’s “baby
doubt it was the fair’s “big- mnctuary'Wh p::‘s;:tgi Iin;:‘
gest night ever,” attracting goers who |
the largest crowd of any pondantJOItkl':ig:@nt;I“'
.faxr concart ' coupons on kids’ day, to
'_',mmmoﬁﬂm 5,050 sunscreen packets
“eoncert throng, got in the and 2,500 pedometers is-
spirit as he called his wife, sued at the Play Fair tent,
Danielle, who;zshghom g:l::tm oﬁ'_ic.ialsro'p:;ted
baby-sitting, d up participants who -
the phone as the Tempta- : : g ﬁeumed ah;:ut 1,8750f
tions sgng‘theu 1925 Mo- - thwmmuuﬂ .- devicass 5%&%
The#fl:'ir?v?sreg'o-dm tination Tuesdsy, awwmm mﬁm{:‘ ame 2ound the fairgrounds.
attracted 114,000 people, to an end. €aMe 11 addition, 196 children
about the same as last year, =3 _ learning about beans, beﬁﬂ; L
but down about 6,000 from  were boosted to $15 this ~ $107,196 pulled in at the ~ °°MPosting and worms on" ™
the five-day attendance year. 2008 event. Food and bev- gP;:‘“B day were among
during the booming econo- Other fair economic =~ erage sales amounted to 2 visitors to the Marin

statistics indicated ehig $999,875, up from $972,770 Master Gardeners’ exhibit. -
year’s event came closeto last year but down from a Farley said planning for
topplmg other milestones  record $1,038,703 in 2008.  Dext year’s fair began last
dunngthe graeﬂa Sales of 81 works of fine month, and noted the event _
_ art, crafts and photos to-  Will be ahead of the curve.
taled $24,642, up from 73 The 2011 fair will salute
$ ,th975 h anni et of the

my of 2005 and 2006.
Paid attendance this
year_m 84,233 ahout

oceurs in 2019

Parlnng revenue totaled cord $,’? 208. W
...,::". 22 ]p4 262, up from $98,538 “Given the economy, I am  Contact Nels Johnson via e-mail
;t year, 'but less than the just thrilled,” Farley said. atij.civiccenter@gmail.com
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