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Free energy-saving bulbs

GIVING AWAY: Marin Conservation Corps members will be distributing low-
power consuming lightbulbs in Marin for the next two weeks, From left to right,

State giving out lightbulbs
in low-income areas of county

By Richard Halstead
IJ reporter

If a stranger knocks on
your door offering a free
gift that will lower your
electric bill, think twice
before telling him to take a
hike.

Marin Conservation
Cerps mentbers yesterday
began distributing free,
energy-efficient, compact
fluorescent light bulbs to
low-income households in
Marin. The plan is to dis-
tribute 5,000 to 8,000 of
the bulbs — four each to as
many as 2,000 Marin
households, said Paul
Cramer, a specialty coor-
dinator with the Marin
Conservation Corps.

The bulbs, valued at
about $10 each, will each
save an equal amount in
electricity bills over their
five-year, guaranteed life-
span, Cramer said.

Despite that, some peo-
ple turned down the free
gifts yesterday.

“Several people did re-
fuse — that's true,” said
Cramer, who accompa-
nied one of the teams dis-
tributing yesterday in San

Rafael's Canal district,
“One fellow said he didn’t

want a gift from the state
of California.”

Five, two-person teams
will distribute the bulbs
throughout the Canal,
Marin City and parts of
Novato over the next four
weeks.

The state is supplying
the bulbs and paying con-
servation members to
make the house calls. The
local bulb giveaway is part
of Gov, Gray Davis’ energy
conservation program
that calls for distributing
1.2 million of the energy-

See Bulbs, page B2
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Lewis Hardaway, Silvia Elizondo, James Ross Jr. and Hannah Bennett put four
bulbs in each plastic bag yesterday.

BRIGHT IDEA: Lewis Hardaway holds a bag containing four bulbs. One bag per househould will be
given away in the Canal Area, Marin City and parts of Novato during the next four weeks
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From page Bi

sawmg bulbs statemde The Cal-

ifornia Conser'vahorl Corps and

similar groups throughout Ca,:;—
fornia are assisting.

“The idea s to encourage peo-
ple tobuy more ofth em, ? Cramer
said. . '

. The splkem elec:r1c1tv costs is
a PJEICUI&I].V intractable prob- .

lem for low-income households,
said Janet Miller Schoder, direc-
~tor of the Marin Housing Au-
tnonw '
The authorlt}, wh1ch man-
ages the county’s public housing
complexes, has increased its al-
lowance to tenants who pay their
own energy costs and is footing
the entire bill for higher electric-
ity costs at Marin City proper-
‘hnu ' :
“We do have a very serious
“And T

Qnrr[*ur S"'"‘ Ana 1

pr“h;m‘_
don't see us getting the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment toabsorb it.” The fed-
eral government, under the new
administration, is balking at
providing addltlonal money,

Qchoder sald :

The state, however, isn’t the
only one giving away free energy-
saving bulbs. At the prompting.
of Supervisor Hal Brown, Marin
Coumvpassedout4 000 to 5,000
free compact fluorescent bulbs
at last week’s county fair. -

“It’s part of our effort to getas
many peaple as possible to buy
these bulbs,” Brown said. -

David O’ Donoghue manager

of Lights of Rafael in San Rafzel, -
sald sales of compact ﬂuoreacent_ )
bulbs has increased since the be- -
gmnmg of the state’s enero-y cri-
sis. Befors the erisis, =0
Donoghue said his store sold vir-
tually none of the screw-in type
of compact bulbs that can be
used to replace mca'ldebcem
bulbs.

“Now we've sold 50 to 100 ir
Justamona.h .O’Donoghue said.
He noted, however, that the
bulbs produce less hght than an
!nr*-"md.a-.cphb hulh of ::tr-u]m-
wattage, can't be used with dim-
mer switches anddan t always fit
in smal.nquee L
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