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06 MARIN CONSERVATION CORPS

AFTER 25 YEARS, A GOOD IDEA STILL HELPS

OUTDOORS
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Trailblazing
nonprofit marks
silver anniversary

By Jim Staats
Marin Independent Journal

N ENTERPRISING FATHER had a
bright idea while jogging on a Marin
Headlands trail 25 years ago.

Why not launch a Marin Conservation
Corps to help train youth and provide jobs
cleaning up the environment?

But corps founder Richard Hammond’s
idea didn’t take shape until after the devas-
tating floods of 1982, when officials saw the
value of a local youth corps that could spring
into action.

“He was also thinking of his teenage sons
that needed something productive to do over
the summer,” said Marilee Eckert, executive
director. “Once the floods happened, he re-
ally got the ear of county supervisors.

“People could really see how there would be
a big advantage to having a local corps here
able to help, not just respond (to natural di-
sasters), but do some work to help them from
happening in the first place.”

A celebration recognizing the organization’s

See CORPS, page A2

‘Corps on Thursday removed debris in |

Pedro Perez cleans out one of the fish rests along the Corte
Madera Creek channel with the Marin Conservation Corps.

: AT A GLANCE

» History: The first nonprofit conservation corps in the nation,
established in 1982

» Headquarters: 27 Larkspur St., San Rafael

» Annual budget: $5 million )

» Staff: 116 employees, consisting of 84 corps members and 32
professional staffers. Some students join staff seasonally as part
of Project ReGeneration program.
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The agency’s 25th anniversary will be celebrated with an open

house at its Novato office, 5 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday at 11 Pimentel
¢ Court in Bel Marin Keys, Novato. The celebration will include enter-

tainment and exhibits. For more information, call 454-4554.
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